
 
August 2019 PRESIDENT Richard Nelms No. 19-8 

SAINT LOUIS 22 WEBSITE ADDRESS          “stlchapter22.org” 

The August 2019 meeting of St  
 Louis Chapter #22 will be held 

 

Monday, August 12th  
at:The Pasta House Restaurant 

 
8213 Delmar Boulevard 

University City, MO 63124 
1830 Hours (6:30 PM) Fellowship/Cash Bar 

1900 Hours (7:00 PM) Dinner /Meeting 
Costs (Dinner $25.00) + $1.00 (50/50) 

MENU SAME  
Please make your reservations by  

SATURDAY, August 10th    BY 8:00pm  
PLEASE Leave a message on  

Dennis’s phone  
 Cell 314-422-4329  

 
President’s Message August 2019 

 
Brother Sojourners and Ladies, 
I truly appreciate the opportunity 
to serve as president of St. Louis 
Chapter #22 for the ensuing year.  
Thank you. I pledge to try to live 
up to the confidence you have 
shown in me.  I have two main 

goals to accomplish over the next several months.  
First, I will try to make each meeting as interesting 
and meaningful as possible.  Hopefully this will 
heighten interest and increase attendance. 
Secondly,  “bring to light” NSI St. Louis Chapter 
#22 by telling our story in as many venues as we 
can reach.  We have a terrific story to tell….per 
the NSI mission statement we are:  “TO INSPIRE 
PRIDE AMONG ALL WHO CALL AMERICA 
THEIR HOME” and “TO PROMOTE THE IDEALS 
OF OUR FOREFATHERS WHICH MAKE 
AMERICA A UNIQUE AND EXCEPTIONAL 

NATION BASED ON EQUALITY, FREEDOM, 
LIBERTY, AND BRAVERY”.  I feel as members of 
this organization we are tasked and obligated to 
not only live the story but also tell it. 
I can’t do this alone.  As I mentioned during our 
last meeting, we must use our limited resources in 
a “force multiplier” manner,  I ask that each of us 
take on a small task or two.  By doing so, as a 
group we can only be successful.  I welcome all 
input from any source, so please don’t be shy. 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the August 
meeting.  There will be a program on the 
Wounded Warrior Project, waiting for confirmation. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dick Nelms, President 
636.266.8551 
Nelmsrl@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 
The Purposes of the 
National Sojourners shall 
be to organize those 
current and former 
members of the 

uniformed forces of the United States, and Honorary 
Members who are Master Masons, into Chapters for 
the promotion of good fellowship among its 
members, for assisting such as may be overtaken by 
adversity or affliction, for cultivating Masonic ideals, 
for supporting all patriotic aims and activities in 
Masonry, for developing true Patriotism and 
Americanism throughout the Nation, for bringing 
together representatives of the uniformed forces of 
the United States (past and present) in a united effort 
to further the military need of National Defense, and 
for opposing any influence whatsoever calculated to 
weaken the National Security. 
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HEROES OF 76 
 
 
 

Commander’s Message 
 
August 2019  

 
Brethren & Heroes:   
We have several Flag 
Presentations coming up in 
the next couple of months.  
The first one will be on 
August 25th at Overland-
Occidental Lodge for their 

Installation of Officers.  The next one will be on 
September 7th at Beacon Lodge for their 
Installation of Officers.  The last one currently 
scheduled is on September 23rd for the opening 
of Grand Lodge.  If you don’t have a uniform 
you are welcome to join us and lend your moral 
support.  
Come join us at Pasta House for some good 
food and great fellowship.   
Hope you have a great Labor Day holiday.  
  
Terry Shofner, Commander 
 

Meeting minutes of July 8, 2019 
 
We had another good meeting with an attendance of 
24 for dinner.  It is always great when the women come 
and add beauty to the evening.  The meeting was 
opened by our Richard Nelms President who became 
President with the resignation of Brother Ditter.  Dick 
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of our 

country.  The Bible was opened and the opening 
prayer given by Terry Shofner, followed by the brother 
Jeff Parrotte giving the purposes.  The President the 
paused the meeting since dinner was served promptly 
at 7:00, where all enjoyed all they hearts desired.   
  
The President then re-opened the meeting after desert 
was served for the transaction of business.  He ask for 
a motion to approve the minutes of the July meeting 
which were approved as published and sent out in our 
monthly newsletter.  He then ask the Treasurer to give 
a report of our income and expenses  for the month, 
the report was  approved as given until audited.    
 
The Secretary then made a motion that due to the 
resignation of our President the line be advanced, 
retaining the Secretary, Treasurer, Marshal and 
Chaplain and Brother Dan Hogan be installed as 3rd 
Vice President, the motion passed and we now have a 
new 3rd Vice President.  Below is a list of the officers 
for Saint Louis Chapter 22 for 2019 -2020 
 
2019 – 2020 
St. Louis Chapter #22 
Elected Chapter Officers 
President   Richard Nelms 
1st Vice   Sam  Wilk  
2nd Vice  Jeffery Parrotte 
3rd Vice   Dan Hogan 
Marshal  Craig Skinner  
Chaplain  Terry Shofner   
Secretary  Dennis Fetter  
Treasurer  Ray White 
 
The Secretary then made a motion that due to the 
resignation of our Chief of Staff the line be advanced, 
retaining the Adjutant and Richard L. Smith be elected 
Assistant Chief of Staff and David Leirer be elected 
Officer of the Day, the motion passed.    
 
Albert Pike Camp Heroes of ‘76 
Elected Camp Officers 
Commander      Terry Shofner 
Chief of Staff         Richard Nelms 
Asst. Chief of Staff     Richard L. Smith 
Officer of the Day     David Leirer 
Adjutant      Dennis Fetter   
 
The Presidents proposed we check with our various 
lodges and offer our services in presenting programs  
and Flag presentations. 
 
Report of the Commander: 
Terry reported he has purchased a new uniform and 
had pictures making him look very distinguished 
among the ranks.  He also announced we have several 
uniforms to be used which Paul has in safe keeping at 
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the Scottish Rite.  We need more participation from our 
Heroes contingent to assist in the ceremonies. 
 
No further business to come before the Chapter the 
meeting was closed in proper form. 
 
Dennis E. Fetter   
5457 Potomac Street 
Saint Louis, MO 63139-1546 
Phone 314-422-4329 
Dfetter1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Fraternally  

 
Dennis E. Fetter, Secretary 
 
Upon closing and the ticket drawing Brother Paul 
presented a short presentation on Irving Berlin.  Every 
one in attendance were impressed with Paul’  
presentation.  I borrowed his Biography which Paul 
also highlighted much of in his presentation.   

Irving Berlin – official biography  

With a life that spanned more than 100 years and a 
catalogue that boasted over 1,000 songs, Irving Berlin 
epitomized Jerome Kern's famous maxim that "Irving 
Berlin has no place in American music - he is American 
music."  

Irving Berlin was born Israel Beilin on May 11, 1888. One 
of eight children, his exact place of birth is unknown, 
although his family had been living in Tolochin, 
Byelorussia, when they immigrated to New York in 1893.  
When his father died, Berlin, just turned 13, took to the 
streets in various odd jobs, working as a busker singing 
for pennies, then as a singing waiter in a Chinatown Cafe. 
In 1907 he published his first song, "Marie from Sunny 
Italy," and by 1911 he had his first major international hit 
"Alexander's Ragtime Band."  

Over the next five decades, Irving Berlin produced an 
outpouring of ballads, dance numbers, novelty tunes and 
love songs that defined American popular song for much 
of the century. A sampling of just some of the Irving Berlin 
standards includes "How Deep Is The Ocean," "Blue 
Skies," "White Christmas," "Always," "Anything You 
Can Do," "There's No Business Like Show Business," 
"Cheek To Cheek," "Puttin' On The Ritz," "A Pretty Girl 
Is Like a Melody," "Heat Wave," "Oh! How I Hate To 
Get Up In The Morning," "Easter Parade" and "Let's 
Face The Music And Dance." In a class by itself is his 
beloved paean to his beloved country, "God Bless 
America."  

He was equally at home writing for Broadway and 
Hollywood. He wrote seventeen complete scores for 

Broadway musicals and revues, and contributed material 
to six more. Among the shows featuring all-Berlin scores 
were The Cocoanuts, As Thousands Cheer, Louisiana  
Purchase, This Is The Army, Miss Liberty, Mr. 
President, Call Me Madam and the phenomenally 
successful Annie Get Your Gun. Recent musicals culled 
from his screen work include Irving Berlin's White 
Christmas (Broadway, across the USA, Canada and 
Great Britain), and Top Hat, winner of the 2013 Laurence 
Olivier Award for Best New Musical. Among the 
Hollywood movie musical classics with scores by Irving 
Berlin are Top Hat, Follow The Fleet, On The Avenue, 
Alexander's Ragtime Band, Holiday Inn, Blue Skies, 
Easter Parade, White Christmas and There's No 
Business Like Show Business.  

His songs have provided memorable moments in dozens 
of other films as  
wide apart in space and time as The Jazz Singer (1927), 
Home 
Alone (1991) and Titanic (1997) to The Simpsons 
(2006), Spider Man 3 (2007) and Downton Abbey 
(2011). Among his many awards are a special Tony 
Award (1963) and the Academy Award for Best Song of 
the Year for "White Christmas" in 1942.  

An intuitive business man, Irving Berlin was a co-founder 
of ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers), founder of his own music publishing 
company, and with producer Sam Harris, builder of his 
own Broadway theatre, The Music Box. An unabashed 
patriot, his love for - and generosity to - his country is 
legendary, exemplified by his  
establishing The God Bless America Fund, which 
receives all income from his patriotic songs and 
distributes it to the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
His actions were acknowledged with such accolades as 
the Army's Medal of Merit from President Truman in 1945; 
a Congressional Gold Medal for "God Bless America" 
and other patriotic songs from President Eisenhower in 
1954; and the Freedom Medal from President Ford in 
1977. In 2002, the U.S. Army at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, 
named the Army Entertainment Division (AED) World 
Headquarters "The Irving Berlin Center" in his honor. Also 
that year he was commemorated on a U.S. postage 
stamp. Irving Berlin's centennial in 1988 was celebrated 
worldwide, culminating in an all-star tribute at Carnegie 
Hall benefitting the Hall and ASCAP, subsequently an 
Emmy Award winning special on CBS, and featuring such 
varied luminaries of the musical world as Frank Sinatra, 
Leonard Bernstein, Isaac Stern, Natalie Cole and Willie 
Nelson. On September 22, 1989, at the age of 101, Irving 
Berlin died in his sleep in his town house in New York 
City. A widower since his wife of 62 years, the former Ellin 
Mackay, had died the previous year at the age of 85, 
Berlin was survived by three daughters and their families 
at the time of his death.  
 


